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Distinguished delegates, Mr Chairman, on behalf of the Alliance of Centres supported by 

the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research I want to thank you for this 

opportunity to speak briefly to you this afternoon. 

We have heard a great deal, here and elsewhere, of the many factors that have come 

together to contribute to the global food price crisis. I want to focus on one that has 

perhaps not received as much attention as it might have. 

Investment in agricultural research and development for developing countries has been 

declining steadily for almost 20 years. 

Adjusting for inflation and exchange rates, wealthy countries cut their support roughly in 

half from $6 billion to $2.8 billion between 1980 and 2006, while the World Bank's 

agricultural lending fell from $7.7 billion to $2 billion over roughly the same period. 

And yet, investment in agricultural research and development is of fundamental 

importance. The World Bank's own report Agriculture for Development, notes that 

investment in agricultural research and development has “paid off handsomely, with an 

average internal rate of return of 43 percent in 700 R&D projects evaluated in developing 

countries in all regions”.  

Such research has been at the heart of the work of the Consultative Group on International 

Agricultural Research. For every $1 invested in CGIAR research, $9 worth of additional 

food is produced in developing countries, where it is needed most. And the investment 

continues to pay off, year after year.  

The Alliance of CGIAR Centres is fully prepared to contribute to the resolution of the crisis, 

not only in the short term but especially with medium and long-term actions that will 

minimise the risks of a reoccurrence. 

There are no simple solutions and no magic bullets. Success will require collective action 

among all key actors and players. We recognize that we cannot do this work alone. The 

Alliance will work in concert with other international institutions, such as FAO, IFAD, the 

World Food Programme and the World Bank, and with regional, national and local 

partners. 



 

The Alliance has prepared an action plan that will be made available to you (CHECK). In it, 

we set out ways in which, with our partners, we can act in the short, medium and long-

term.  

The list is lengthy; let me select some highlights. 

In the short term, although food and seed aid are needed to address urgent humanitarian 

needs, they must be provided in ways that do not distort local markets or diminish the 

incentives for developing country farmers to produce more food. How can we help them do 

so? 

By working with partners to step up the availability of higher yielding and better adapted 

crop varieties and livestock breeds. Alliance research has shown how such varieties, along 

with specific, low tech methods for delivering small amounts of fertilizers and harvesting 

rainfall, can increase harvests. This is just one of the immediate actions that can boost 

local food supplies; others are detailed in the action plan. 

The research is done. We know how to proceed. But in the short-term we need a greater 

push to work with extension agents, farmers groups, NGOs, local and national partners 

and others to enable this research to contribute to alleviating the immediate problems. 

In the medium and long term, agricultural production will need to respond to an increasing 

demand for food, and yet harvests will have to come from a shrinking land area, and will 

have to use less fuel, fertilizer and water. Farmers will need stress-tolerant varieties and 

production systems that deliver high and stable yields, against the background of a 

complex global market environment and in the face of more marked extremes of climate, 

falling and polluted water tables and decreasing biodiversity. 

Over this timescale, the Centres have a good idea of what needs to be done, but more 

public research will be needed before the results reach farmers. As an example, let me 

point to Centre research that is beginning to pinpoint the best sources of adaptations that 

will allow crops to withstand heat stress, which climate scientists tell us is likely to be one 

of the primary challenges of changing climates. Work is still needed, however, to clearly 

identify the sources of adaptations and to integrate them into varieties and livestock 

breeds that will be productive under the novel weather patterns that are coming. 



 

There are many other areas in which the Alliance and its partners can contribute: policies, 

integrated agriculture, soil and water management and so on. To do so, however, there 

will have to be more research and development for agriculture, which remains the most 

potent force for lifting people out of poverty. 

 

I thank you for your attention, and I look forward to a resurgence of investment in 

agricultural research and development. Without it, the Alliance believes that while the 

world may deal with this food price crisis, the fundamental problems will remain to haunt 

us in the future. 

 


